
Whole School Geography Curriculum 

 Components: Composite: 

Year 1  
Term 2 

Place/Scale 
Physical & human 
features/processes   

Where are we? 
 

What do road signs 
tell us? 
 

Fieldwork. – signs. How do we use a 
local map to find 
the streets around 
the school?  

Fieldwork. – 
locations and 
signs.  
 

What is an 
address and a 
postcode, what 
are they 
important?   

Where do I live? 

Year 1 
Term 4 

Place and scale 
Physical and human 
features  

Locality  

Where is the UK 
and which 
countries is it split 
up into? 

 

What is a human 
feature? What is a 
physical feature? 

 

What is a landmark 
and which ones are 
important to the 
countries of the 
UK? 

How can we plot 
the landmarks we 
know? 

 

What is the 
difference 
between a village, 
a town and a city? 

What was life like 
in the village? 

 

‘What is it like to 
live in the UK?’ 

 

Year 1 
Term 6 

Place and scale 
Human and physical 
features 

Do all seasides 
look the same? 
 

What are the human 
and physical 
features of a 
seaside/coast? 

Do all seaside have 
the same human 
and physical 
features? 
 

What is a small 
seaside town like? 
 

Does the UK have 
any islands? 
 

What is life like 
on a small island? 
 

What can we see at 
the seaside? 

Year 2 
Term 1 

Place/Scale 
Physical & human 
features/processes   

Where is Ashford 
in the UK?  
 

What are the 
physical features of 
Ashford? 
 

What are the 
human features of 
Ashford? 
 

Visit to Ashford 
Town Centre and 
minibus travel to 
key physical and 
human features. 

Can we plot our 
journey on a map? 
 

How do we show 
Ashford town 
centre on a map? 
 

What are the 
features of Ashford 
town? 

Year 2 
Term 3 

Physical & human 
features/processes  
Environmental impact   
Place/scale,  
Cultural awareness & 
diversity 

Where is Kenya 
and what are its 

physical features?  

What are the main 
differences between 
our climate and that 

of Kenya?  

What would a day 
be like in a small 

African village and 
a larger city? 

How different 
would our diets 
be if we lived in 

Africa?   

Why do Kenyans 
need to worry 
more than us 

about drought?  

 What is life like in 
an African country? 

Year 2 
Term 5 

Place/scale 
Physical and human 
features 

What are 
countries, 
continents and 
oceans? 

 

What is weather like 
in the UK? 

 

How does the 
climate differ in 
different places on 
Earth? 

 

Where in the 
world is the 
equator and what 
is it like to live 
near there? 

 

What makes the 
Arid climate zone 
different from the 
Mediterranean 
zone as they both 
have hot weather? 

What challenges 
are there to living 
in a Polar climate 
zone for people 
and animals? 

 

How is the weather 
and climate 
different across the 
world? 

Year 3  
Term 2 

Physical and human 
features/processes  

Fieldwork How has our local 
countryside 
changed?  

What are the 
impacts of 

urbanisation on the 
countryside?   

What are 
protected areas, 

do we need 
them?   

What are 
protected areas, 

do we need 
them?   

Additional lesson – 
Research a 
significant 

individual looking 
after our planet?   

How do humans 
impact on the 
countryside in the 
UK? 



Environmental 
impact/Sustainable 

development  

Year 3 
Term 4 

Physical and human 
features  

Place and space  

What are the 
features of 
different 
mountains? How 
are they formed? 

How can we find 
major mountains, 
and mountain 
ranges on a map? 

What is the climate 
like on a mountain? 

 

What is it like to 
live on a 
mountain? 

 

Who and what 
makes a 
mountaineer? 

 

Is it safe to climb 
a mountain? 

 

What is it like, and 
where can I go to 
climb a mountain? 

Year 3 
Term 6 

Place and Scale  
Physical & human 
features  
Environmental 

impact   

What do we 
remember about 
the UK?  

What does the UK 
look like from 
above?  

Is farming the 
same across the 
UK?  

What is the link 
between football 
and industry in 
many UK cities?  

Why is 
Birmingham/ 
Blackpool the city 
it is today?  

What makes 
London a 
multicultural 
city?  

How has the UK 
changed? 

Year 4 
Term 1 

Place/Scale 
Physical and human 
features 
Environmental impact 

What is a coast? 
 

Does the coast line 
stay the same? 

 

Does the changing 
coast affect the 
people who live 
there? 

 

Wider 
opportunities – 
exploring coasts, 
trip. – Fieldwork – 
Dover to 
Dungeness. 

If the coast can be 
challenging to 
people’s lives, 
why do people 
choose to live 
there? 

How does water 
support trade 
through Dover? 

 

How does water 
change the 
landscape? 

Year 4 
Term 3  

Physical and human 
features/processes  
Environmental 
impact/Sustainable 
development  

Cultural diversity  

What is a coast? 
 

Wider opportunities 
– exploring coasts, 
trip. 

 

Does the coast line 
stay the same? 
What’s the 
difference 
between a wave 
and the tide? 

Does the changing 
coast affect the 
people who live 
there? 

 

If the coast can be 
challenging to 
people’s lives, 
why do people 
choose to live 
there? 

Coastal Model ‘Can water change 
the landscape?’ 

 

Year 4 
Term 5 

Physical and human 
features  
Place  
Cultural awareness   

Cultural diversity  

Which continent is 
France in, which 
countries are also 
in this continent?  

What is Paris like compared to London? 
(Cities)  

What is … like 
compared to 
Ashford? (Town) 

 

What is the 
weather like in 
France compared 
to the UK? 

 

Are imports and 
exports important 
to France? 

 

How different is the 
UK to France? 

Year 5  
Term 2 

Physical & human 
features/processes 
Environmental 
impact/Sustainable 
development 
Place and Scale 
Cultural diversity 

Where is the North 
and South Pole? 

 

What is longitude, 
latitude and why 
does daylight vary 
at different times of 
the year? 

What do the polar 
regions look like? 

 

Who and what 
lives there? 

 

What is causing 
the ice to melt? 

 

How will melting 
ice affect biomes? 

 

They are so far 
away, why are the 
polar regions our 

responsibility? 



Year 5 
Term 4 

Place and Scale 
Physical and human 
features  
Cultural awareness and 
cultural diversity   

Where in the 
world is a place 
like this?   

What are the main 
human and physical 
characteristics of 
Brazil? 
 

So what is São 
Paulo like? 
 

What do 
geographers use 
to find out about 
places?  
 

What is our city 
like?  
 

How are the 
regions similar 
and different?  
 

What is it like to 
live in South 
America? 

Year 5 
Term 6 

Place/Scale 
Environmental 
impact/Sustainable 
development 

What is 
composting and 
why is it 
important? 

 

How does food 
waste get broken 
down in nature?  

 

What does compost 
do to our plants? 

 

Are we being 
environmentally 
friendly with our 
lunches? 

 

We recycle paper 
but where does it 

go and what 
happens to it? 

Can we make our 
own recycled 
paper? 

 

What can we do to 
help our planet? 
Recycling 

Year 6 
Term 1 

Physical and human 
features/processes  
Environmental impact   

Place  

What are the 
different natural 
disasters around 
the world and 
where do they 
occur?  

What is a volcano 
and how do they 
erupt?   

What are plate 
tectonics and can 
we see them?   

Why are natural 
disasters more 
common in 
certain areas?  

What are the 
impacts of a 
natural disaster?   
 

How do we 
minimise the risk 
of a natural 
disaster? 

What are natural 
disasters and are we 
all at risk? 

Year 6 
Term 3 

Physical and human 
features/processes 
Environmental impact  
Place and scale, 
Cultural awareness and 
diversity. 

Where are all the 
North American 
countries located? 

 

What are the USA's 
key features, 
including human and 
physical features? 

 

How does life in 
Mexico differ to 
that in the USA? 

What do we know 
about how the 
USA's natural 
resources helped 
it to be one of the 
world's wealthiest 
and powerful 
countries? 

 

Why did 
immigration play 
a key part in the 
development of 
the USA? 

 

 What is it like to 
live in North 
America? 

Year 6 
Term 5 

Physical and human 
features/processes 
Environmental impact  
Place,  
Cultural awareness and 
diversity. 

What is the water 
cycle and why is it 
so important?  

 

What makes up a 
river, from mouth to 
source? 

 

What is a 
floodplain?  

 

What are rivers 
used for around 
the world?  

 

How would you 
carry out a river 
study? 

 

River study Why are rivers 
important? 

 


