
 

Year 1 Term 6 

Enquiry question:  
‘What can we see at the seaside?’ 

Concepts 
Place and scale 
Human and physical features 
 

Wider experiences 
Visit to Folkestone  
 

Vocabulary 
Seaside, coastline, deckchairs, 
sandcastle, wave, pebbles, rockpool, 
seagull, kite, lifeguard, shells, cliffs, 
pier, lifeboat, sailing boat, beach huts, 
lighthouse, harbour, promenade. 

Disciplinary knowledge 
Map skills 
Fieldwork 
Similarities and differences  

Prior learning 
Year 1 – What can we find in the 
UK? 

National Curriculum 
Id season daily weather patterns in UK 
Use basic geographical language to refer 
to key physical and human features.       
Use maps and atlases 

Components: 

 
1 

Do all seasides look the same? 
Look at the map of the British Isles and recall the names of the seas and oceans. Explore with the 
children the many places to visit the seaside in the UK and look at our closest beaches. 
Explore the similarities and differences between two contrasting photos of busy Hastings Beach, 
England, and the almost empty beach on the Isle of Harris, Scotland.  
Discuss human and physical features, explore these features of the seaside: deckchairs, beach 
ball, sandcastle, wave, bucket and spade, pebbles, rockpool, seagull, lifeguard, shells, cliffs, ice 
cream van, pier, lifeboat, sailing boat, beach huts, lighthouse, harbour, promenade. 

 
2 

What are the human and physical features of a seaside/coast? 
Explore photos of the different geographical features, classify them as human or physical. 
Look at the photo of a beach on the Gower Peninsula in Wales and discuss what kind of human and 
physical features would we expect to find at the seaside. 
Labelling activity – different coasts, label human and physical features: beach, harbour, bay, 
cliffs, lighthouse, pier, sand dunes, caravan site, sea/ocean, promenade and river mouth. 

 
3 

Do all seaside have the same human and physical features? 
Discuss there are many places to visit the seaside in the UK E.g. St Andrews, Ayr, Scarborough, 
Blackpool, Great Yarmouth, Aberystwyth, Brighton, Newquay, Newcastle, Belfast, Cardiff, 
Hastings and Hythe. Explore where these are on a map compared to where we live.  
For each location, show a picture and look at what seaside features they can see (e.g. pier, rocks, 
lighthouse, harbour). Are these human or physical features? 

 
4 

What is a small seaside town like? 
Introduce the seaside town of Lyme Regis and its location in the United Kingdom. Tell the students 
that Lyme Regis is famous for being the home of Mary Anning who hunted dinosaur fossils in the 
1800s. On an A3 size map of Lyme Regis explore what human and physical features they can see 
(e.g. sea, beaches, roads, harbour, buildings) Can they find the following features? - Front Beach - 
Jubilee Pavilion – harbour - Lyme Regis Museum - Post Office - Marine Aquarium - East Cliff Beach. 

 
5 

Does the UK have any islands? 
Explore what an island is and that the UK is an island. Discuss if they have been to any other 
islands. Establish that an island is an area of land surrounded by water - Islands can be found in 
rivers, lakes or seas (e.g. Temple Island in the River Thames) - Islands are found in hot and cold 
parts of the world (e.g. Madagascar and Iceland) - Islands come in all shapes and sizes (e.g. the 
island in Lake Bled in Slovenia is tiny in comparison to the British Isles).  
Find the British Isles on the map of Europe. Are they find any other islands in Europe? 
Map work showing islands of the United Kingdom. (N.B. Ensure that students understand that ‘isle’ 
means ‘island’.) British Isles - Shetland Islands - Orkney Islands - Outer Hebrides - Isle of Skye - Isle 
of Mull – Arran - Isle of Man – Anglesey – Lundy - Isle of Sheppey - Isle of Wight - Scilly Isles 

 
6 

What is life like on a small island? 
Introduce the Isles of Scilly, located off the Cornish coast to the south-west of the UK. Explore the 
Isles of Scilly: a very small group of islands compared to the British Isles. There are around 150 
islands in the archipelago, including five islands which are inhabited (Bryher, Tresco, St Martin’s, 
St Mary’s and St Agnes). Look at aerial photos of some of these islands. What geographical 
features can the students spot? (E.g. beaches, lakes, forest, houses, bays). 
Explore what it is like to live on the Scilly Isles. 

End 
points: 

- To be able to name five human features we can see at the seaside. 
- To be able to name five physical features we can see at the seaside. 

- To be able to highlight on a map different UK islands.  
 


