
Staffing Changes for September 2020 
As so often happens at this time of year, we have some staff moving on and some new staff joining us.   
 
After 7 years at Goat Lees Mr Parris will be leaving us at Christmas to go to Canada to teach skiing!  He 
will remain with us for support during Terms 1&2 as all the children return to school in September, so 
it is not quite goodbye yet! However, this does mean we have appointed a new class teacher, Mr 
Harrison; he will be visiting us next week (via Zoom) and is also going to be in school for the transition 
day on Thursday 23 July. We look forward to welcoming him to Goat Lees.  
 
Another significant change is that Mr Bill is retiring! He has also been with us since we opened and he 
has supported us in caring for our school and keeping it as good if not better than it was when we 
started. I am pleased to say that he is still going to assist us over the summer break as the current 
situation and the need to manage our COVID-19 response has made recruitment rather more 
complicated. Mr Bill will be handing over gradually and will continue to be about on a part time basis 
for a little while longer. I am sure you would want to join me in thanking Mr Bill for everything he has 
done and I hope to give him the retirement ‘do’ he deserves sometime next term. 
 
Regarding our amazing support staff, I would like to thank Mr Kent for his sterling work in Year 2 over 
the last year and we wish him well as he embarks on a teacher training course at Christchurch Canterbury 
University. It is also time to wave goodbye to Mrs Catmull and thank her for all her hard work, especially 
with the phonics, as she is going to have a bit of a break for a while. I would like to wish them both 
good luck and thank them for all they have done as it is really appreciated. This means we will be joined 
by some new support staff in September and I look forward to introducing them to you in due course.  
 

Year Group Class Teacher/s 

Reception Billy Miss Corrigan & Mrs Woodbridge 

Year 1 Angora Mrs Terrell  

Year 2 Alpine Mrs Owen 

Year 3 Kinder Mr Harlow 

Year 4 Cashmere Miss Chapman 

Year 5 Pygora Mr Harrison  

Year 6 Pygmy Mrs de Roeck & Mrs Cooper 

 
Staff Development Day - Update 
Please note due to the ongoing situation regarding COVID-19 and the measures that schools need to 
take, there will be a change to the published dates. We will now be having a staff development day on 
Tuesday 1 September 2020 and children in Year 1 through to Year 6 will return on Wednesday 2 
September 2020. The published staff development day on Friday 12 February will now be a normal 
school day. Our apologies for any inconvenience.  
 
Contacting school during the holidays 
I hope you will agree that the staff need a well-deserved break as many have been working almost 
continuously since February. The school will be closed to visitors in order for cleaning and essential 
maintenance to take place and we have a number of repairs and upgrades to get through during this 
time. Key staff will be on site at certain periods but the school switchboard will not necessarily be 
answered. Therefore, if you need to contact the school during the holiday, please email in the first 
instance to: office@goatlees.kent.sch.uk. We will be sending a final newsletter at the end of term as 
there will be further updates regarding arrangements for returning to school in September. 
 
Aspens Services 
Please see the attached letter from Aspens, our school caterers, regarding arrangements for September 
onwards. Together with Aspens we have managed to serve hot meals throughout the lockdown period 
and subsequent return to school for some pupils, so in many respects we are already well prepared for 
September.  Rest assured we will continue with the quality and service we have come to expect from 
our school meal contractors. 
 

T A Adams  
 
Headteacher 
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