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As this is the final newsletter of 2022, we would like to congratulate everyone on navigating the cold 
spell this week and a special thank you to Mr Pearce who has been working so hard to clear the school 
site each day. It has been quite a challenge managing over 200 hundred children who have been 
cooped up indoors as it has not been safe to use the playground; I thank the staff who have been on 
duty all day ensuring the children are busy and entertained at break times. Your many gifts of 
chocolates have helped us to keep going! We also know that a few children are unwell at the moment, 
and we hope they make a speedy recovery in time for the Christmas celebrations.  
 
Timings of the school day 
As those parents who were with us in 2020 will be aware, we amended our school opening times at 
the start of the Covid-19 pandemic to allow for social distancing and to avoid overcrowding. However, 
as Breakfast Club has doubled in size, we have now decided to return to the regular time of gates 
opening: 
 

Dropping off in the morning: 8:40am to 8:50am 
Collecting from school: 3:15pm - 3:25pm 

 
Christmas Performances 
Thank you to everyone who came to see the children taking part, it was lovely to see everyone joining 
together again. They all put a lot of effort into practising and I am sure that many of you know the 
songs off by heart by now! Billy Class’s performance will be tomorrow, Friday 16 December at 
2:00pm. This is always an emotional moment for our Billy Class parents/carers as it is their first 
primary school main event. Looking back over the loss of such experiences during the pandemic, we 
treasure these moment now more than ever.  
 
Pygora Class – Swimming 
Pygora Class will start their swimming lessons on Tuesday 10 January 2023. We are, once again, in 
the fortunate position of being able to use our funding to cover the cost and we will be using our own 
minibus along with that of Phoenix Primary School to transport the children which helps to keep costs 
down. Please ensure that your child brings the necessary swimming kit into school on Tuesdays. A 
separate letter with full details was sent home to Pygora Class earlier in the week.  
 
KIC Theatre 
We are delighted to welcome Ian from KIC Theatre back on Wednesday 4 and Thursday 5 January, 
as soon as we are back to school next term. We know how much the children enjoy the workshops 
and we are delighted to be able to offer this opportunity. It makes for a great start to the new term 
and we are fortunate to be able to offer this experience as schools are finding it harder to fund these 
activities. Having the support of the Friends of Goat Lees make such a difference to us, especially at 
the moment as rising costs are impacting on school budgets. 
 
       
 

continued./. 
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Dear Parent/Carer 
 

  
 

October.  We’ll see you back for Term 2 

on Monday 3 November! 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Poppy Appeal 
A massive thank you to all that donated for this worthy cause. I can’t believe that our school 
alone has raised £445.43 when the whole of the Ashford district raised £14,765 this year! 
Your generosity will make a huge difference and is particularly welcome at this time. 
 

Music Lessons 
If your child is taking music lessons, please ensure that the payment is made prior to the 
lesson being taught. You can either pay £6 per week or £30 for the term. If you do have a 
query regarding music lessons, do not hesitate to contact Mrs Fischer-Tsang in the Office. 
It is fantastic to see so many children learning to play a musical instrument! We have a 
couple of vacancies, so if your child would either like to learn to play keyboard or guitar, 
please let us know! 
 
Reception Admissions 2023 
Just a reminder that the deadline for primary admissions is Monday 16 January  so if you 
or somebody you know needs a Reception place for next September, please don’t forget to 
complete your online application. 
 
Uniform 
Please could parents/carers check children’s uniforms before returning to school in 
January? All jumpers/cardigans/ties etc should be named. It takes staff a considerable 
amount of time each day to locate unnamed items of clothing and parents expect us to be 
able to locate items which are not named. May I remind you that we have now returned to 
full school uniform, which includes school shoes or plain black trainers and ties in KS2 (Yr3 
through to Yr6).   
 
PE Kit 
As previously mentioned, a number of children have been turning up to school in items, 
which are not acceptable or part of the school uniform. Our uniform policy states that 
children can come into school in their SCHOOL PE Kits on PE/Games days or they can change 
at school. If wearing the PE kit on a PE day, it should be the school PE kit (plain dark 
bottoms, Purple T-Shirt and school cardigan/jumper/fleece). An extra top might be brought 
in to wear if the PE lesson is taken outside and the weather is cold. You can now purchase 
a school fleece from our uniform supplier.  
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Goat Food Bank 
 

Thank you for all the donations towards the Goat Food Bank, 

we now have a whole selection of products and toiletries 

available should any of our families be in need of support. If 

you need something, we have no rules or fuss, just contact 

Ms Shepherd via the School Office and bring a carrier bag. 

The Goat Food Bank box is located in main Reception, and 

donations are welcome. 



 
 
 

 
And finally……………………… 
 
I would like to thank the staff, Governors and Friends of Goat Lees for their time and 
support for the school as it really is appreciated. Working in a school is a unique experience 
which cannot be appreciated unless you have worked in one as it is exhausting!  
During term time, it is often all consuming as many give up their own time, cover extra 
duties without complaining and go above and beyond to provide what is needed to keep a 
school going, especially in these challenging times.  
I am looking forward to spending time with my long suffering family and to catching up on 
all the things that have been neglected since the summer! I wish all our families a Merry 
Christmas, do stay safe and well and we will see you next year.  
 
Best wishes 
 

 

Ms Adams  

MS T A ADAMS  
Headteacher 
 

 
 


