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I hope you are all keeping well and safe as we continue to experience the restrictions following the outbreak 
of COVID-19 pandemic. This week I received an anonymous handmade postcard thanking all the school staff 
for their efforts which was a lovely thought from someone.  
 
I would also like to thank so many of you personally for the incredible efforts you are making to support your 
children wherever you can as I know it makes a difference. Home learning can be rewarding but in so many 
cases it is incredibly challenging and you can only do your best when your child doesn’t want to co-operate. 
Don’t forget that learning comes in many forms and so many children will have learnt new skills during this 
time, all of which are very valuable.  
 
I have waited until now to contact you regarding the Prime Minister’s announcement about schools reopening, 
until more detailed guidance had been issued and understood. This has been a particularly challenging week 
as the advice and information has been overwhelming and we have only just received clarification for many 
areas. Further details are still yet to be shared. 
 
Proposed Reopening of School in June 
We do know that the Government has stressed that opening for Year R, Year 1 and Year 6 is planned, and 
guidance is still being issued, along with that from the Local Authority. We now have the initial planning 
framework and there are a significant number of key actions. Part of this planning is understanding how you, 
as parents and carers, feel about sending your children back, as well as talking to our staff and their families 
as we must protect everyone. This must be my priority, and I have spent time this week in virtual meetings 
with my colleagues in our CARE Foundation Trust group discussing what this looks like and gathering what 
information we can. 
 
I would also like to draw your attention to further guidance and clarification from the Government, the 
documents are available via the gov.uk website; I believe the two most relevant to parents and carers are: 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-
information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-
from-1-june 

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-
protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings 
 
 

It is important you note our return date after the term break is Monday 8 June; as it has been confirmed that 
schools should adhere to their published term dates. Therefore, if schools do reopen this is the earliest date 
that children who attend Goat Lees Primary School will return to school. We will, however, continue to provide 
childcare for the children of Key Workers throughout the two week break. During this time, class teachers will 
also be having a break for some of the time and will therefore be limiting additional home learning activities 
and responses. Do continue to contact the school via the office email address (office@goatlees.kent.sch.uk) 
as we will still be accessing this.  
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