
I’m sure as parents, you will have many questions and I am awaiting further guidance from the Local 
Authority early next week. I will be discussing plans with the Governing Board to agree a considered 
approach for Goat Lees Primary School and what a return to school would look like for us. It is clear that 
this is going to be a challenge for a significant period of time and the effects may impact on us for some 
considerable time. We will need to adjust, and we will do so.  

 
I understand that for many, a return to school at some point is critical as you will also have many demands 
being made upon you and may well need to return to work yourselves. I also believe that many children 
are suffering from the feeling of isolation and worry about what has gone on and are desperate for even 
a small sense of normality. I cannot pretend this is going to be easy and it is completely unrealistic to 
expect 4 and 5 year olds to understand and practise social distancing (even older children will find this 
challenging). They will naturally gravitate towards each other and many have little experience of the 
social distancing measures that supermarkets and other establishments have put in place, those which 
many adults have become more familiar with. We will be able to make things safer and reduce the risks 
but we must accept that some element of risk will still remain. The evidence would appear to show that 
the effect is minimal for children, who seem to be largely unaffected but we all now understand that the 
risk is in the spread of this virus and this will be a challenge within the school environment.  
 
I am conscious that some families will still continue to be affected by the need to remain at home 
wherever possible and in some cases will not be able to have any contact with others at this time. I would 
like to state very clearly that for those who have serious concerns about their child, who are vulnerable 
themselves or are living with vulnerable people, you will be supported by me fully in the decision you 
make in the best interests of your family prior to the summer break. 
 
In the meantime, I would like to reassure you that the safety and well-being of our children and the 
school community will remain our priority. In the short term, the school site will remain open for children 
of Key Workers and vulnerable children and we will be here to support all our other parents remotely, as 
we have done over the past few weeks. 
 
Next Academic Year 2020/2021 
Please find attached our calendar for the next Academic Year 2020/2021. This will also be available on 
the school website. Please note the dates for the holidays in May/June 2021 will differ from those shown 
on the KCC website and those already published by other schools. We are aware that many families 
planned to take advantage of the longer break this year but have had their arrangements cancelled. We 
hope by following a similar arrangement next year, some families may be able to take advantage and 
rearrange their plans. This does mean we will finish slightly later in July so please do look carefully at 
these dates and please note the first day of term in the new academic year will be Tuesday 1 September 
for all pupils. 
 
We look forward to when we can all be together in school again.  In the meantime please remember you 
can always email the following if you need further support:  
 
 

Family Liaison Officer: Mrs Shepherd    jshepherd@goatlees.kent.sch.uk 
SENCO:   Miss Coles & Miss Crockford senco@goatlees.kent.sch.uk 

 
Stay safe 

 

T A Adams 

 

MS T A ADAMS 
Headteacher 
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