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I hope that you and your family are keeping well as we continue to experience the many restrictions the 
current situation has brought about. It is hard to believe this week is the start of Term 5 as it can be difficult 
to keep up with what day it is! We should have welcomed all the children back to school yesterday, but due 
to the lockdown this has not been possible. We now know the lockdown will continue for a further 3 weeks 
and realistically, restrictions are likely to be in place for some time to come. We still hope to get back to 
school as soon as is feasible but we know there are many hurdles to overcome before this can happen and we 
will be following all Government and Local Authority advice.  
 
Home Learning 
The staff have been busy putting together new home learning packs for you to use. We are producing another 
paper-based pack as we are aware that online sites can be a problem for some and it is still useful for the 
children to actually get to do some written work too.  We hope you find these helpful and they are something 
the children can work through at their own pace. We will let you know when these are available (providing 
the photocopier can keep up!) and will confirm the arrangements for getting them to you, as we may be able 
to post them. Of course all the suggestions for suitable online resources and websites will still be included in 
the weekly letter to the class and do use Purple Mash or email the school office if you want to ask for support 
with the work. We are very happy to help you. 
 
It is likely that many children nationwide will be 2 to 3 months behind in their learning due to the disruption 
caused by the current pandemic but as the saying goes ‘every little helps’, so anything you can do at home 
will help to keep them on track. We know that when the children do return, they will need support and we 
are committed to working to ensure the children do not suffer in their education in the longer term.  
 
With regard to teaching via video or an online platform, I have consulted with many other Headteachers 
across Kent and the consensus seems to be, in all honesty, this is not something most primary schools are 
promoting.  Many of the teachers are trying to juggle their own families and responsibilities and expecting 
them to teach via live stream lesson is not fair or practical. It is also difficult where families do not have 
devices for each child individually as this can cause arguments in itself! In addition, there have been 
safeguarding concerns raised over live video streaming for some of the well-known sites and we do not 
consider this to be suitable for delivering lessons at this time. If the DfE or the Local Authority provide further 
advice, we will, of course, reconsider.  
 
Parent Consultation/Report 
As we haven’t been able to meet with parents/carers we have prepared a short report about your child/ren’s 
progress this year so far. Those will be sent to you via email early next week, so please keep an eye out for 
them, and also check your junk mail just in case. 
 
ZOOM – What Parents Need to Know 
As we are trying to stay in touch with each other during this challenging time, many of us have started to use 
ZOOM as a way to communicate via video. Attached to this newsletter is a flyer to help parents understand 
it. 
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