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This is the final Newsletter for 2020 and it is difficult to sum up what a very unusual year it has 
been. We started off in January with an OFSTED inspection and we seem to have been on the go 
ever since! Term 2 is usually so busy and is always a time that we get to see our children perform 
and celebrate the Christmas festival. This year it was not to be, despite all our planning and I do 
look forward to all the usual excitement and events this time next year.  I would like to thank 
everyone that has contributed to keeping the school open throughout the year and, of course, so 
many people work hard behind the scenes including our admin team, the premises staff and 
contractors. I know that many of you will share the bitter disappointment that we did not manage 
to keep all the year groups open after doing so well since September but by taking action when we 
did, I hope we have prevented further spread across the school. 
 
This is the nature of managing COVID-19 and I fear that there is still more to come in the New Year. 
However, I am sure that we will continue to offer as much as we possibly can to all the children and 
I sincerely hope that everyone can return in Term 3. We will continue to face restrictions but the 
children and staff have managed this incredibly well, although I know there are things that we do 
miss. So we will carry on with the current arrangements and we will keep you informed if we need 
to amend our plans again in the future. I will be liaising with colleagues and continuing to monitor 
the situation as the school’s proximity to the M20 is a concern, given that post Brexit arrangements 
are still uncertain. However, we have learnt to be resourceful and with the support of our 
committed staff, I know we will do all we can to minimise any disruption. We have much to look 
forward to although I know it may still take some time but we have also learnt a lot about how to 

support children in lots of different ways and we will build on this over the coming months. 
 
Christmas Bake Off Winner 
Thank you for taking part and for the amazing entries for the Christmas Bake Off last week. Thank 
you to Mr de Roeck for judging – you can admire the pictures on the school website. Please see the 
list of winners below: 
 

Billy Class – Isaac  Kinder Class - Emily & Damian (Yr5) joint sibling project  
Angora Class – Amelia T Cashmere Class – Amber & Toby (Yr5) joint sibling project 
Alpine Class – William Pygora Class – Rose  

Pygmy - Ore 
 
KIC Theatre 
It is with great pleasure that we are welcoming KIC Theatre back on 4 and 5 January, as soon as 
we are back to school next term. The children look forward to these workshops as they always 
thoroughly enjoy the experience so we are delighted to be able to offer this opportunity once again. 
It will be lovely to start the Term off on such a positive note. 
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Year 5 Swimming 
Pygora Class will continue their swimming lessons on Tuesday 5 January. We are, once again, in 
the fortunate position of being able to use our funding to cover the cost and we will be using our 
own minibus along with that of Phoenix Primary School to transport the children which helps to 
keep costs down. Please ensure that your child brings the necessary swimming kit to school on 
Tuesdays.  
 
Emergency contact details during the Christmas holiday period 
From Friday 18 December, the school office email address will be receiving emails but we will not 
be responding to them until Monday 4 January 2021. 
If you have an urgent message to notify us of a positive Covid-19 test please text or call:  07519 
024645 as this mobile number will be monitored for messages. 
We return to school for Term 3 on Monday 4 January 2021.  If your child is unwell, has Covid-19 
symptoms, or has been told to self-isolate please do not send your child to school.  Please notify 
us at the office email address (office@goatlees.kent.sch.uk). 
 
Online Safety 
With an increase in the use of digital devices this year we know online safety is a concern for many 
parents. Please find attached our 12 days of Christmas for useful tips and info. You can also check 
out the National Online Safety website where parents of Goat Lees qualify for free membership.  
http://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/goat-lees-primary-school 

 

Google Classroom 
We would like to thank all those families who over the past weeks have accessed Google Classroom. 
We know this is a new learning curve for the children and staff and hope you have found it useful 
as it really has allowed the children to continue their learning when away from school.  

  

May I take this opportunity to thank you for all your support during this very challenging year 
and wish you all a very Happy Christmas. We look forward to seeing all our families again back 
at school on: 

Monday 4 January 2021 

 

 

T A Adams  

 

MS T A ADAMS  
Headteacher 
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