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Congratulations to Dylan

and Sophia from Alpine

class, the first to complete two full book-
marks - that’s almost two hundred reading
sessions! Once two bookmarks are com-
 plete, we can choose a brand-new book to
keep. With two terms to go this year, there’s
still time to achieve yours, so keep reading!

The Goat Lees Reading Ambassadors:
Izzy, Ella, Laila and Georgie

The beginning of term saw us celebrating World Book Day and
our love of reading at Goat Lees.

We shared stories with our buddy classes, had the opportunity
to get a new (to us) book at our book swap events, designed
and decorated story-themed hot-air balloons for the library,
sampled new books and authors at a book café and by playing
musical chairs, created book boxes to showcase books we love
and, of course, many of us chose to dress up as a favourite
character.



On World Book day, the whole school
read the story The Bridges,
by Tom Percival.

It’s about a girl called Mia who feels all
alone; so alone that it's as if she lives on
a small island, far out to sea. One day,
Mia is given a book - the first she has
ever been able to call her own. As she
reads the book, bridges appear and her
island fills with colour and life. The

more Mia reads, the stronger the bridg-
es become and a whole new world TOM PERCIVAL
opens up to her. AUTHOR 0F RUBY'S WORKY

A B00OK (AN TAKE YOU ANYWHERE ...

Inspired by the story, we set about creating
our own bridges and designing islands with
features and characters from some of our
favourite stories.

We were so lucky to be able to take part in an
online workshop - including a draw-along
session - with the author and illustrator,
Tom Percival, himself!

He told us about his books and what inspires
him, showed us, step-by-step, how we could

draw a really cool character and then answered
all of our questions. We were so pleased with how our

Thank you Mrs Woodbridge for organising this ~ character drawings turned out!
for us!



New releases to enjoy this spring..

A witty, An out-of-this-world adventure
THESE ARE interactive picture featuring alien assassins,
MY ROCKS book, perfect for cowardly headmasters and
, g children who love intergalactic overlords.
collecting. Suitable for lower KS2
Release date:

Release date:

17th April 15th May

Bekhan ol sin

A funny and
heart-warming story
about family,

friendships and )\
overcoming adversity.

Suitable for upper KS2 SHAKESPEARE
: The ultimate P ~ A BEGINNER'S GUIPE * 7
/ beginners
guide to the e \;
: CHRIS ~
Feather, the final book Shr::egsI::afre.
in the birdwatching
detective series
Twitchers, is a A practical and inspiring
mystery adventure guide to
about friendship, = encourage
f bravery and protecting BEe e children to
xplorer!
nature. connect with
the great
-._j-,l poe ] =3 outdoors and
Combining a narrative explore
picture book with real nature
facts and diagrams, through a
Slug Life celebrates the range of fun and engaging
world of slugs in a activities.
brilliantly fun way! For ages 6+




With
Mrs de Roeck
and
Mrs Cooper

What genre of fiction do you read the most and what is it about this that you enjoy?

Mrs de Roeck: | like psychological thrillers because it keeps me guessing right to the
end. | love a twist in the story, especially if | don't see it coming.

Mrs Cooper: | love a thriller, as | like to keep on guessing until the end!
Do you have any favourite authors and/or illustrators?
Mrs de Roeck: Not really - like lots!

Mrs Cooper: | really like Sue Townsend, who write the Adrian Mole novels - | could read
any of her books over and over again!

What were some of your favourite books as a child?
Mrs de Roeck: / loved the St Claire's books, Mallory towers and the Magic Faraway Tree.

Mrs Cooper: [ really liked Enid Blyton, especially The Wishing Chair. Roald Dahl was
also a favourite author, and | loved Boy: Tales of Childhood

If you could meet any book character, who would you choose and why?

Mrs de Roeck: Lyra Belaqua (His Dark Materials) because | would have loved to have
gone on adventures like her - she's really quite brave! I'd also like to have a daemon,
like Pantalaimon

Mrs Cooper: I'd like to meet Stanley Yelnats from Holes - he'd be a great character to
hang around with.

Do you prefer to read standalone books or those that are part of a series?

Mrs de Roeck: Usually stand alone, although | have some really good ones in a series
- | just hate having to wait for the next book.

Mrs Cooper: | really don't mind - some of my all time favourites are from series books,
such as Adrian Mole, but | am happy to read absolutely anything!

Do you read non-fiction books and if so, what do you enjoy reading about?

Mrs de Roeck: [ usually read books about mindfulness and things to support a good
mental health. | also love a gardening book as | love pottering in my garden!

Mrs Cooper: | really like an autobiography, especially those that are written by
comedians.
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Children need support to develop the habit
and love of reading. How can you be their inspiration?

Tempt
» Talk about their interests. Find connected texts that tempt to explore

and discuss together. Explore by going on a reading treasure hunt!
+ Find regular opportunities to wvisit your local or school library.

* Recognise and celebrate diversity in texts.
» Empower your child to read a wide range of texts - magazines, comics,

graphic novels and reading that reflects different realities.
Share

* Make reading time relaxed and interactive - chat about pictures,
characters, likes, dislikes and interesting facts.

* Find regular time to read aloud and share texts together.

* Invite others into the reading space - welcome siblings, grandparents and
other family members to share and talk about top reads together.

Support
+ Be a reading role model - share what you like to read in your own time.
* Ensure that reading and book chat are part of the everyday family '

routing. T hink about when and how this could best fit into your day.
+ Join in with opportunities to build a home-school reading connection.
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For more inspiration, visit
https://ourfp.org/
X @OpenUni_RFP
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