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A message from the Year 6 Reading
Ambassadors:

In this issue we’ve included some new and
upcoming releases that you may be interested in -
hopefully they’ll be something to tempt everyone!

For further inspiration, take a look at
www.readingzone.com - a great site to discover new
books and authors and sample first chapters.

The Goat Lees
Reading Ambassadors:
Izzy, Ella, Laila and
Georgie

We love our daily story time at Goat
Lees - each teacher reads aloud to
their class for the last twenty minutes
of every day. Here are some of the
reasons why we enjoy it so much:

With the sun finally making an
appearance, we've been able to make the
most of our Book Nook and boat -

reading, relaxing and sharing books with

Otima:’'We don’t have to concentrate on : . .

. o our friends in our quiet area.

reading ourselves, we can just listen and
enjoy the story.’

Millie-Louise:’l look forward to being able to
chill-out at the end of the day.’

Amber:’l really like it, it’s good to listen to
stories from authors you might not know.’
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At Read and Colour Club, run by Mrs Denny
and Mrs Smal, children from year 1 and 2
enjoyed reading the story Monkey Puzzle by
Julia Donaldson before creating their own
forests, complete with animals from the book.

S
Bockhanger Library (Belmont Road, :
Kennington) runs a free Family Zone e
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At Book Club, run by Mrs Rodriquez, children

from year 2, 3 and 4 have enjoyed listening to

Matilda by Roald Dahl on Yoto, an audio-player
for children.

(Fridays 3pm-4.30pm during term-time)
where children and their families can
read and enjoy books together.
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Pygmy Class:

‘It’s getting
very suspicious, but we
don’t know who it is

that’s done anything
I
‘ ‘It's adventurous,
fun and quite
ROB‘N STEVENS humorous.’

oo 0f THE BESTSLNG WURDER HOST UNLADYLIKE sees

Kinder Class:

It’s great
because it’'s an
adventure
story.’

It's very

good because
Roz does the

right thing and
thinks about
PETER 'Bnowu fd  her family.’
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Books we'’ve enjoyed in Alpine Class:

MICHAEL
MORPURGO

Pygora Class:

‘Amity’s my
favourite character
because she’s a bit of a
troublemaker!’

T quite like it
because it’s a bit creepy
but in a fun way.’

Cashmere Class:

‘It's amazing, | love it!
| love the colours and the
characters.’

Everyone lives in a
weather-land of magic. It makes
you think about how you would

feel in the same situation.’
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With Miss Caddy and Wrs Pilbeam

What genre of fiction do you read most and what is it about this that you enjoy?
Miss Caddy: Crime fiction — I love trying to figure out who committed the crime!

Mrs Pilbeam: I like fiction with mythical and magical aspects because I like supernatural
things and I'm fascinated by how different authors write about them.

Do you have any favourite authors and/or illustrators?

Miss Caddy: Agatha Christie, Alexander McColl Smith, Lucy Worsley, Wendy Holden,
Jenny Colgan

Mrs Pilbeam: I enjoy Roald Dahl, Malorie Blackman and I also really enjoy looking at
illustrations by Quentin Blake.

What were some of your favourite books as a child?

Miss Caddy: Each Peach Pear Plum, Letterland, The Tale of Nippy Shrew, Matilda

Mrs Pilbeam: Guess How Much I Love You, Matilda, The Faraway Tree, The Babysitters
Club, The Brambly Hedge series

If you could meet any book character, who would you choose and why?

Miss Caddy: Miss Marple -I'd love to learn how she notices all the little details and solves
the puzzles.

Mrs Pilbeam: Anne Frank (although she is a real person) because she is an inspiration and
her life tells us so much about what the world was like in the past and how war can affect
and change the course of life forever.

Do you prefer to read standalone books or those that are part of a series?

Miss Caddy: Standalone books

Mrs Pilbeam: I love a series that I can really get into so it feels like I am living in the story
too.

Do you read non-fiction books and if so, what do you enjoy reading about?

Miss Caddy: I enjoy books about 20th century history and true crime, including forensics,
as I'm fascinated by the psychology of people and what drives them to do things.

Mrs Pilbeam: I don't really read non-fiction, but I would choose true crime or diary books.
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Perfect picture
books for
children in EYFS
and Key Stage 1
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readers
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Reading for Pleasure

at home
Introduction

There is strong evidence linking reading for pleasure and
educational outcomes but the benefits of reading for
pleasure go beyond this and stretch throughout a person’s
life. Reading increases our understanding of our own
identity, improves empathy and gives us an insight into
the world view of others.

We have put this poster together to help you promote
reading for pleasure at home.

Reading Role Models

We need to make sure that the children see us reading.
Many children see their parent on their phone and just
assume that they are playing a game as that is what they
would use the phone for. Not understanding that we may be
reading. Similarly with kindles, children may think it is just a
tablet

The more they see the adulis
around them read, the more (&
they will consider doing it il
themselves. Show them that it |
is fun!

Bedtime Stories

Due to time restraints, many families miss out on bedtime
stories but the benefits are huge! Reading to your child for
just 10 minutes a day/night can improve their vocabulary,
encourage them to read independently and can also
improve parent/child relationships. This is not just a KSI
issue. Older children love a bedtime story too (even if they
won't always admit it!)

Bedtime stories can be whatever you and your child want to
read together!(Extra tip — Do the voices! You can have a
good giggle together at your brilliant/miserable attempts at
doing various accents..)

If you don't feel confident
reading aloud there is
| always the CBeebies

g bedtime story, but do this
as a family activity rather

than the children on their
4 own, then you can talk
about the story together
afterwards.

Book Talk

Sometimes, children will just = &
want to sit and listen to a book ____
because they are so engrossed
in the story. This is cumpletel*,r
fine, there is no need to quiz
them after every chapter that L
you read.

But sometimes informal book talk can be a fantastic way to
discuss what has been read. Picture books lend themselves
well to informal book talk because children want to explore and
discuss the pictures, which often tell us so much more than the
words.

» Make links/connections Do the characters/settings remind
you of anyone/anywhere? Have you been in a similar
situation? Have you learnt about this from TV/School?

» Make predictions Can you guess what the story is about?
What will happen next?

s Discuss/introduce vocabulary If there is a tricky word, can
you explain what it means?

s Discuss emotions How does the story make you feel?
Some children find it hard to articulate their feelings, so if it
is modelled for them by adults it can help them understand
their own feelings.

Allow Their Choices

We need to allow children to read what they want to (within
reason). Some children may find comfort in re-reading a book.
There is nothing wrong with this at all. As adults we re-watch
films many times and notice new things with each viewing, the
same applies with books.

Comics, graphic novels and audiobooks are all valid reading
materials and shouldn't be looked down upon. The same goes
for the popular authors like Walliams and Kinney (Diary of a
Wimpy Kid).

Imagine that books are like food_ Comfort reads are not
nutritional but we still love them (just in moderation). Harder
richer texts are delicious, but too many can make us feel a little
overwhelmed and needing of something easier occasionally.

If you do feel that your child is ]
'stuck’ on a particular author or == gl e [
genre and you need book [® v
recommendations, speak to your = M
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childs class teacher or check out =t
these reading tube maps that may |, == S 3 o Y=

help. https//tinyurlcom/reading- " = =" = w Z%
tubermap




