Weekly E-Bulletin for Week ending 17 October 2025

Whole School

Moments Matter, Attendance Counts: See below for the attendance data for this week.

Well done to Year R -Billy Class for the highest attendance this week. Hopefully we can improve the
overall attendance after the week away as several children have been absent and missed valuable
learning time.

Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

97.7% 92.9% 94.2% 97.2% 88.1% 94.8% 93.3%

THERE IS NO SCHOOL TOMORROW AS IT IS A STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY.

Affordable Refurbished Bicycle sale -Cyclecircle: Our next Affordable Refurbished Bicycle sale
event is this Saturday (18 October), 10-1 at Goldwyn School (TN23 3BT). We will also be offering free
bike checks and help with learn-to-ride.

MUSIC LESSONS: The School Shop on Arbor is now open for payments for music lessons for Term 2
should any parents/carers wish to pay ahead of the start of next term. Please remember all lessons
should be paid for prior to the lessons taking place.

EMR recycling. Every quarter, the company donates a scrap metal skip to a local school. This quarter
our school has been selected which has raised £68 for our outdoor learning environment. We’re sure
you’ll join us in saying a big thank you to them!

Big boxes needed for big role play activities in Angora (Year 1) for the start of next term! Please
drop any boxes outside Year 1 or to the office.

Ashford Borough Council: are running a Christmas card competition for children aged 4 - 11 years
and would appreciate you sharing with your pupils and their parents. The winner will receive a £30
Waterstones voucher and 10 printed cards to send to family and friends, and the two runners up will
each receive a £10 voucher, plus 10 printed cards. All winners will be invited to have tea with the
Chief Executive and Mayor of Ashford.

Details on how to take part in Ashford Borough Council's Christmas card design competition for 2025

Our competition guidelines and further details can be found here: Details on how to take part in
Ashford Borough Council's Christmas card design competition for 2025.

FLO

Have a great half term- let's see if we can get the whole school attendance to 96% or above, it is
currently at 94.8%.



https://www.ashford.gov.uk/christmas-card-competition/

Billy Class

What a wonderful, busy and exciting first term we have had together! We are so proud of how all the
children have settled into school. They are very tired and need lots of rest over half term!

Well done to all of them for completing their very first Phonics assessment this week. We will be
sending home a letter that explains how they have done in this assessment and how you can support
them at home. It will also detail how they will be supported in school. Please recap the sounds they
need support with using the grapheme cards that will come home with your child.

During the first week of term two we will learn these sounds: ff (as in puff), ll (as in bell), ss (as in
mess) and j (as in jellyfish).

We will learn these tricky words: put, pull, full, as

Please ensure you talk to your child about what they have been learning in Phonics and ask them
about the different tricky words as we have lots of them to cover and so will be learning around four
a week from next term. Please also practise the formation phrases when writing each of the
graphemes using the sheets that are sent home daily. The formation phrases are on the sheet that
was handed out at parent consultations. Please ask if you need another copy of these.

In Maths, we will be learning about finding 1 more and 1 less. We will also be finding out about the
composition of 1, 2 and 3. The children will explore how many ways we can make the numbers using
small world animals and practising how to share them into two pretend fields. They could try this at
home over the half term using toys of their choice.

Our first week back will have an RE focus entitled ‘Where do we belong?’ We will be exploring how
each of us is special and unique. We will also discuss what different groups we belong to, such as
religious groups, clubs and our families.

Just a reminder, Billy Class will be visiting Godinton House on Thursday 30 October. We will leave
school at 9:30am on the school minibus and will return to school in time for lunch. Please make sure
your child has a named coat and they can wear wellies that day if the weather isn’t looking great!
We will bring their school water bottles with us and fruit for snack from school.

Have a great half term and we look forward to seeing you all soon, ready for the build up to Christmas!

Angora Class - Year 1

It has been a fantastic term, and it certainly ended with a bang with the Disco! This week we have
learned about how to make stable structures (wide base, not top heavy) to make pencil pots and
finished off our monster stories ready to take home. In Maths the children have been enjoying playing
ordering number games. These can be found on here: https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-
7-years/ordering-and-sequencing

Next term our focus is ‘Where do we live?’, looking at our immediate local area around school and
our houses. We will be looking at road signs, street signs, addresses/postcodes and going on some
walks around the school.

Big boxes needed for big role play activities in Angora (Year 1) for the start of next term! Please
drop any boxes outside Year 1 or to the office.

Phonics this week: we have been reviewing ay, ou, oy and ea
Tricky words: reviewing similar looking words - all/are, says/said, like/little, were/there, her/here

Spelling Shed/Numbots log ins: we have had lots of reports that these logins are not working. We
can log in with them at school, so it is worth checking a few things...



https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/ordering-and-sequencing
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/ordering-and-sequencing

¢ Numbots - you should be logging in via our Goat Lees page. Go to ‘Schools’, ‘Pupils’ and then
search for ‘Goat Lees Primary School’.
e Spelling Shed - these usernames and password are case sensitive. Check for capital letters.

Diary dates for next term:

e 12/11 - local area fieldwork after lunch. Children will need a warm coat and wellies may
be beneficial.

o 26/11- local area fieldwork after lunch. Coat and wellies again.

e 5/12 -  Christmas Fair from 3.30pm

e 8/12- KS1 Christmas Production at 2pm. More details to follow for both productions.

e 9/12- KS1 Christmas Production at 9.30am.

e 11/12 - Ssh! Surprise Christmas activities trip to Godinton House after lunch. Please keep it

a secret!
10/12 - Christmas lunch. More details to follow.
e 12/12 - Class Christmas Parties. More details to follow

Alpine Class - Year 2

We have had such a great first term and are so proud of our little Alpine goats! We have been working
on our handwriting formation this term ready to start joining next term and have finished up our
phonics phase 5 review, so we are now ready to move onto our Spelling Shed sessions in class. In
maths, we have secured our place value knowledge and begun to use this and our number bond skills
to compare, add and subtract. We have done a lot of practice describing in English this term and we
have written some brilliant descriptions of what we like to do in our homes, and of various features
around Ashford.

Next term our history question will be “Who were the significant individuals in the History of flight?”
So, we will be discussing various events in the timeline of flight history, from the first recorded flight
to the most recent space explorations. For homework over the half term the children have brought
home 3 challenge options, each worth 10hp. Children are required to complete one, in some form,
however they are more than welcome to tackle more than one challenge for extra house points!

**Next term our PSHE lessons on Keeping Safe will cover the important topic of body safety,
including naming male and female body parts. We will learn what private means, learn what our
private parts are, consider how we keep them private, and develop skills of respect. If you have
any questions regarding this topic, please come and speak to a member of staff**

Christmas performance:

It’s getting to be that time of year, and as year 2s, we are now responsible for the speaking parts in
this year’s Christmas production. Your children have been given their roles and practised a few times
in class and we have been so impressed with their acting skills and stage voices and cannot wait to
see it all come together! Lines will have come home with your children this week to please be
practised, and the music can be found on YouTube, most of the songs are saved to this playlist -
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBASEU7hTAU02NSKWGpVybl1JgLzZNWbRR&si=1x-fYmB-FuAKgBCh
and the three that couldn’t be saved can be searched - Born in a Barn, No Room No Room Full Audio
w lyrics, It’s A Long Way On A Donkey Full Audio w/ lyrics

Diary dates for next term:

e 12/11 - Godinton House visit - preparing winter habitats for bees
14/11 - Children in Need - details to follow
5/12 -  Christmas Fair from 3.30pm
8/12 -  KS1 Christmas Production at 2pm - details to follow
9/12 - KS1 Christmas Production at 9.30am - details to follow
10/12 - Christmas lunch - details to follow
12/12 - Class Christmas Parties - details to follow

Kinder Class - Year 3



https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBAgEu7hTAUo2NSkWGpVybI1JqLzNWbRR&si=1x-fYmB-FuAKgBCh

It has been a great term for Kinder class. The children have produced some excellent work and they
are getting to get use to life in KS2. This week we have started to publish our Non-Chronological
reports about different types of trains. We also built castles in DT and produced some lovely Self
Portraits.

Homework

Your child will bring home a list of activities they can choose from over half term. These activities
are all linked to the countryside and our local environment (their Geography topic for next term.)
There won’t be any Maths or English so we would like every child to choose at least one of the activities
- of course if they would like to do more, that would be amazing!

We will present what they have done on- Monday 10 November.

Please also ensure your child keeps up with regular reading over the holidays and writes in the reading
record as we would like to see this when they come back to school.

Cashmere Class - Year 4

We’ve had a great week in school and have been working hard on our handwriting skills. We’ve been
reading lots of different poems and used these to deliver some Poetry Post in the local community.
The children chose the poem they wanted to write up (in neatest joined writing), then decorated it
before delivering them into letter boxes in the local area. We hope it’s made someone smile! The
children have a photocopy to bring home to show you as they were so proud of their achievements!
In Art, we created our final piece having looked at mixing colours to create tone and shade. Our work
was based on the White Cliffs of Dover. They have also been working on addition and subtraction,
which can be a challenge for some so any further number work you can do would be beneficial.

Homework:

Your child will bring home a list of activities they can choose from over half term. These activities
are all linked to the Ancient Greeks (their History topic for next term.) There won’t be any Maths or
English so we would like every child to choose at least one of the activities - of course if they would
like to do more, that would be amazing!

Please also ensure your child keeps up with regular reading over the holidays and writes in the reading
record as we would like to see this when they come back to school.

Pygora Class - Year 5

Wow, what a term! It has absolutely flown by, and we have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know
Pygora. We have already had a trip out to the Enchanted Gardens, worked on our environmental
project about recycling, read one class novel (The Beast and the Bethany) and started a new one (The
Demon Headmaster). We have also written about a Lost Thing, learned about balanced arguments,
discovered more about The Anglo-Saxons and The Vikings, and found out about the human life cycle.
Not to forget all the Maths, RE, PSHE...the list is endless. Hopefully the children will get a good rest
over the holiday and be raring to go on their return!

The Butterfly Project - Monday 27 October - Tom Delahunt will be back in to see the children to
continue working on ‘The Butterfly Project’. They will be writing poetry, and we are looking forward
to seeing what the children create.

Rail Safety - Thursday 30 October - There will be an assembly all about rail safety for the whole
school, and then Year 5 (along with Year 6) will be taking part in a workshop to consolidate what they
have learned in the assembly.




Homework:

Your child will bring home a list of activities they can choose from over half term. These activities
are all linked to the Polar Regions (their Geography topic for next term.) There won’t be any Maths
or English so we would like every child to choose at least one of the activities - of course if they would
like to do more, that would be amazing!

Please also ensure your child keeps up with regular reading over the holidays as this makes such a
difference to their learning in all subjects across the curriculum.

Pygmy Class - Year 6

We have had a jam packed first term in Pygmy class and the seven weeks have whizzed by! We have
written our own stories, created beautiful informative posters about volcanoes, sketched some
fantastic self-portraits (Year 3 came to look at them and thought they were amazing.) We learnt how
to classify both plants and animals, made automata toys, spent time with our Billy buddies and so
much more. | know the children are all very ready for a break!

4 November - We will be starting up our swimming sessions from the second week back after half
term on the 4 of November, so they will not need to bring their swimsuits the first Tuesday back.

Rail Safety - Thursday 30 October - There will be an assembly all about rail safety for the whole
school, and then Year 5 (along with Year 6) will be taking part in a workshop to consolidate what they
have learned in the assembly.

Homework - due on Wednesday 29 October
Maths - p.6 & 8 - Adding and Subtracting
English - Instead of any pages for English, please make sure to do as much reading as possible.




