Weekly E-Bulletin for Week ending 31 October 2025

Whole School

Moments Matter, Attendance Counts: See below for the attendance data for this week.

Well done to Year 3- Kinder Class for the highest attendance this week.

Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

91.8% 94/8% 93.8% 95.3% 91.9% 91.8% 93.8%

Welcome back, we are really looking forward to this Term and all the planned Christmas activities.

Poppies for the Poppy Appeal will be sold next week every day on the playground after school. All
donations greatly received- if your child wishes to have a slap band, rubber, ruler, wrist band or
keyring we suggest a minimum donation of a_£1.00.

The school photos taken by Vancols on Friday 10 October are available for parents/carers to order.
If you have already scanned the QR code on the proof and registered, you will receive an auto email
notification. If you have not done it yet, you can still view by scanning the QR code on your proof and
following the instructions.

If by chance you have not received your proof or it has been lost, you can call Vancols Parent Line on
01206 273711. If you haven’t purchased photographs from Vancols previously you will need to contact
the school directly for the website photo code.

Photos can also be accessed from: https://www.getphotos.co.uk

PLEASE NOTE THE DEADLINE FOR FREE POSTAGE AND DELIVERY TO SCHOOL is FRIDAY 31
OCTOBER.

0dd Sock Day - Monday 10 November. As part of anti-bullying week, the children can come to school
on the Monday in odd socks (alongside their usual school uniform). This is to celebrate what makes
them unique, and show that being different is something to be proud of.

Anti-Bullying week competition - As the theme for this year is ‘Power for Good’, we would like
children to design their own superhero poster! They need to design their own superhero character
whose mission is to stop bullying. They can include symbols, design their superhero outfit, and could
even create a short comic strip showing the hero stepping in to help someone being bullied. Entries
need to be given in to the Year 5 classroom by Tuesday 11 November, and the winner will be
announced on the Wednesday.

Music Lessons - parents/carers are reminded that payment of £35 is now required for this term’s
music lessons. Please pay on the Arbor School Shop. Thank you.




Rail Safety Assembly- On Thursday, we had a special assembly to learn about safety on the trains.
The session was very informative and highlighted some important safety messages that would be worth
discussing again at home:

At level crossings, never go through the barrier.

At unmanned level crossings, always cross with an adult — remember: STOP, LOOK, WALK.
Always stay behind the yellow line on the platform.

Take care when stepping off the train — Mind the gap!

Trains are very large, very fast, and very slow to stop — never take risks near the tracks.

SARWN=

These reminders help everyone stay safe when travelling by train or near railway lines.

FLO

Dietary Requirements - If your child has a food intolerance (no matter how big or small), it will be
treated as an allergy, and they will not be served food with those ingredients eg dairy products. |
understand this might be frustrating if your child is given a different meal option (because they can
have small amounts), this is a situation that requires careful management and the kitchen needs to
follow their own policy, so everyone is safe. Please let us know in the office if there needs to be any
changes to your child’s profile on Arbor.

Absence - We urge parents to be honest about the reasons for a child's absence and not report them
as unwell when on a term-time holiday or a day out. This practice teaches the child that not telling
the truth is an acceptable behaviour. Honesty builds trust and dishonesty can damage the parent-
school relationship. We would prefer you to be honest with us about their absence as we know there
will sometimes be a special circumstance. We appreciate that many parents struggle with the high
cost of holidays during official school breaks and therefore book holidays during time term, but we do
not advocate this. The consensus among educational professionals is to prioritise honesty and the




child's education and moral development. We often know if you have reported your child as unwell
but have been on holiday and from now on, we will challenge this as only the Headteacher can
authorise an absence, not a parent.

Billy Class

We have been very happy to see all the children back in school this week. The children loved their
very first school trip to Godinton House! They were beautifully behaved and had such a wonderful
time exploring the house and gardens, making bird feeders and going on a scavenger hunt!

Next week in Phonics we will learn these sounds: v (as in volcano), w (as in wave), x (as in box) and y
(as in yoyo).

We will learn these tricky words: and, has, his, her

We will continue with our RE topic of ‘where do we belong?’ next week before moving onto our next
RE topic of ‘which times are special and why?’

In Maths, we will be identifying and naming circles and triangles in our environment.

Please can children please bring a named coat to school every day as the weather has changed and is
very cold at times.

Angora Class - Year 1

Our book this term is ‘On Sudden Hill’ about 3 boys who use cardboard boxes in their imaginative play
up in an imaginary place called Sudden Hill. The children have loved adapting cardboard boxes for
their own ideas and were very passionate about their creations. We apologise to any parent who
suddenly had a massive cardboard box thrust upon them at home time!

As part of our science we have been looking for signs of Autumn around the school area. The class
were particularly fascinated by the concept of an acorn and how it can grow into a tree!

On Thursday we had a special assembly about Railway Safety. Our visitor explained about how to
keep safe on the railways, especially STOP, LOOK, WALK when using level crossings or train platforms.

Phonics: this week we have been reviewing our gaps from last term, particularly the longer words
and consonant blends.
Tricky words: there were here have says

Christmas production: in the next couple of weeks, we will be sending home your child's part in the
production and costume requirements. We are still finalising these so please bear with us!

Alpine Class - Year 2

What a great first week back we have had! The children have settled back in well and remembered
all our routines, they are all excited about their new table spaces and classroom jobs and we are
proud of how well they are doing with their work this week.

We have had some incredible homework projects in! It is fantastic to see how proud the children are
of what they have created, and they have also been incredibly kind and encouraging towards their
friends’ projects too; which is lovely to see! Thank you for taking the time to create these with your
children, we are enjoying taking some time each day to share their learning.

This term we are working on addition and subtraction in maths and have started looking at nursery
rhymes in English. We have assessed the children’s phonics again this week and are pleased to see
very few gaps, your child should receive a practice sheet this week of any GPCs they are still working
on, please practise these with your child at home.




What with the disco and usual last day of term things to remember, we did forget to send the
Christmas scripts home with your children, sorry! However, they have all now come home to practise
and we are so impressed with how well the children speak and express their lines. We already have
one or two children speaking without their script which is incredible! Costume letters should come
home this week too, however, please do not feel you have to spend lots of money on expensive
costumes.

PE this term will be Tuesdays and Thursdays from this week.

Kinder Class - Year 3

It has been an excellent start to the term for Kinder Class. The children have shown excellent effort
and pride in their work. We have started new topics such as poetry in English, column addition in
maths and looking at the impact humans have on the countryside in geography.

Wye Downs trip- Next week on Wednesday 5 November, we will be going to the Wye Downs. Your
child should have brought home a letter which contains all the details for the trip. Please ensure your
child wears PE kit and shoes that you don’t mind getting muddy. Your child does not need a packed
lunch for this trip.

Homework- (Geography set last term)

Your child last term should have brought home a list of activities to do over half term. These activities
are all linked to the countryside and our local environment (our geography topic for this term.)

As a reminder, we will present what the children have achieved on- Monday 10 November.

If you need a new sheet, please come and ask.

Homework

Please remember to read the book which is sent home at least twice a week and bring in the reading
record for Friday. In Kinder Class we collect who has read the most and the top five children are put
on the super readers board in our classroom. They will win a prize at the end of each term. We also
use the bookmarks and are looking for as many children as possible to earn certificates for their
reading.

Please ensure that your child plays on Spelling Shed and practises their timetables on TTRS. We do a
spelling test on a Friday and Timetable Test on a Wednesday. If your child needs a paper copy of the
spellings to practise at home, please ask and we will print one for you.

Here are this week pages:

English- Pages: 26 and 27
Maths Page 6

Poppies for the Poppy Appeal will be sold next week every day on the playground after school. All
donations greatly received- if your child wishes to have a slap band, rubber, ruler, wrist band or
keyring we suggest a minimum donation of a £1.00.

Cashmere Class - Year 4

We’ve had a great start to Term 2, diving straight into our new units of work with much enthusiasm.
Well done to all the children who brought in their homework, which was set before half term, about
the Ancient Greeks. We’ve seen some amazing pieces of work and the children should be proud of
their efforts.

Homework - due on Friday 7 November
Maths - p. 4
English (Grammar) - p. 12 + 13

Also - 5 games on Spelling Shed and 20 mins overall on TTRS and reading at least 3 times a week.
Please ensure your child has their reading record signed by a responsible adult at home as this is how




we award them their stickers for their bookmarks, which earns them their reading certificates and
other rewards.

Pygora Class - Year 5

It was lovely to see everyone back this week, ready for a new term! We have already had two visitors
in - Tom from the Butterfly Project, and a rail safety workshop.

With Tom, we talked about leaves, and how they played a huge part in the life cycle of all living
things. The children then created leaf rubbings and began to think about how they could create some
poetry from this. In our rail safety workshop, we learned about how to be safe around the railway,
and the dangers that could occur there.

We have already started to think about our Christmas Service, and our class will be taking the main
narrative roles. The children won’t have too many words to learn, but they will be sent home with
some lines soon to practise, along with the words to the traditional carols.

Well done to all the children that brought in their homework that links with our new topic all about
the polar regions. We’ve had some igloos made from a variety of objects (including sugar cubes and
cotton wool!), lots of fact files on polar animals, and even a homemade snowshoe! It has been
wonderful to see the creativity and hard work and we will make sure we have them all on display
somewhere for the rest of the school to see!

In geography, we have started learning about the Arctic Circle and Antarctica. Your children are trying
hard to remember the 8 countries found in the Arctic Circle: USA, Canada, Russia, Greenland, Iceland,
Denmark, Sweden and Finland - please try and help them by asking them regularly. Thank you!

Yesterday, we sent out letters to Year 5 and 6 about our trip to the Pantomime on Wednesday 10
December, to see ‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs’. Please complete the permission slip and return
to your class teacher. To confirm you child’s place you will need to pay the £20 on Arbor by Friday
21 November, after this, tickets will be cancelled or offered to other children.

Homework - due on Wednesday 5 November
Maths - p.10 Primes, factors and multiples
English (Grammar) - p.12 Pronouns

Also - 5 games on Spelling Shed and 20 mins overall on TTRS and reading at least 3 times a week.

Pygmy Class - Year 6

Welcome back Pygmy Class to Term 2. We have had a great start to the term already: we have had a
Railway safety assembly and workshop, started our history topic of The Industrial Revolution, learnt
about evolution in science and even started learning our Christmas songs!

| have been so pleased with their work in English this week. We have read the Witches’ chant from
Macbeth (we will be reading the story of next week), and the children performed this in groups around
a cauldron at our fire pit. They then came up with ideas for ingredients for their own potion/spell
and have written some fantastic poems of their own!

Please can you remind your children that they need to bring in a coat or a fleece to school every day,
the weather is getting colder and wetter, and without appropriate clothing, they will not be able to
go outside at breaktimes, thank you.

Yesterday, we sent out letters to Year 5 and 6 about our trip to the Pantomime on Wednesday 10
December, to see ‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs’. Please complete the permission slip and return




to your class teacher. To confirm you child’s place you will need to pay the £20 on Arbor by Friday
21 November, after this, tickets will be cancelled or offered to other children.

Homework - due on Wednesday 5 November
Maths - p.15 - Dividing
English - p.27, 28 & 29 - Formal and informal writing

Also - 5 games on Spelling Shed and 20 mins overall on TTRS and reading at least 3 times a week.




