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This is the school’s second newsletter this term, and on the Covid front nothing has really improved. We are 
seeing more and more opportunities for frontline workers to be able to access the Rapid Testing scheme. As 
you will have seen and heard on the news, the lockdown will be in place until further notice, so may I please 
ask you to stay at home, protect the NHS and save lives. 
 
Remote Learning 

Thank you very much to everyone that has supported their children with home learning. We know that it can 
be quite a daunting task trying to get to grips with new technology! I cannot stress how important it for all 
the children access learning in some form whether that is at school or at home. We are available to support 
you with any queries you may have and we have supplemented with work packs where there are problems 
accessing the technology. I am delighted to report that 75%-80% of the children are accessing their learning 
at home or in school very regularly and are contributing several days a week. We will be working hard to 
increase this % to ensure no child falls further behind. 
 
Collaborative Piece of Artwork 
We would like to produce a collaborative piece of artwork with both our children in school and our children 
at home. You can either follow the link below to request a puzzle piece or print it yourself from the 
attached file: 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FCCmrIQRQk-B9UDxTqwJsflKkDUa3MtHobTXhc_6f-
pUQVkyRUJXSjRVNDhaTTU1UzE1QVZRTUhEUSQlQCN0PWcu 

 
Please ask your child to fill the puzzle piece with words, drawings or colours that represent them. This will 
symbolise that we all have a part to play during this difficult time and we are all part of the big picture. 
When you have completed your piece, take a photo of it and email it to your class email, then display it in 
your window at home. We would also like your child to bring this with them when we return to school so we 
can put all of the pieces together to form a display. Thank you for getting involved!  

 
Contacting the School Office 
If you have a general enquiry which cannot be resolved by emailing the class email address, please 
remember to contact the School Office by EMAIL in the first instance: office@goatlees.kent.sch.uk 
This term, and until further notice, the office is staffed on a rota basis with emails forwarded to the most 
relevant person for a reply so your patience and co-operation would be appreciated as an instant response 
may not always be possible. Likewise, with telephone calls, we may have to take messages from parents to 
be passed on for the most appropriate response and this may not always be immediate. 
 
FSM Supermarket Vouchers 
Those families eligible for Free School Meals (in receipt of means tested benefits) and not in school will have 
received Wonde supermarket vouchers for the first two weeks of term. Now the government has reinstated 
its own scheme, those eligible will receive £15 per week per child not in school for the next four 
weeks.  These will be delivered by email today from Edenred (to cover weeks commencing 18 & 25 January) 
and then again on Friday 5 February (for weeks commencing 1 & 8 February).  Please contact the school 
office if you are having difficulty accessing any of the vouchers but remember to check your spam/junk 
folders in the first instance. 
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Google Classroom – Teachers’ Comments/Feedback 
Some of our staff are also parents of children using the Google Classroom platform and they have found 
that from a parent’s point of view, it is not always easy to find out when the work has been looked at by 
an adult in school. To make this clearer, when teachers leave comments/feedback it will either 
appear via the private comments section, or directly on the piece of work itself. If you and your child 
wish to look at the comments, then you will need to go back into the assignment and read the comments 
and/or open the work that has been handed in. Sometimes work is also returned for children to edit and 
improve or to let you see it has been marked. Make sure to check the feedback that has been left. 
 
We would also encourage your children to read their Google Classroom stream every day, as this is where 
any extra information, such as lesson timetables and daily announcements will be posted. Please do 
email your class if you have any questions. 
 

Parent Consultation Meetings – Monday 8 March to Wednesday 10 March 
Please look out for the invitation to our Parent Consultation Meetings which will be held either by Zoom 
or over the phone. More details are to follow. 
 
School Meal Debt 
Although not all children are in school there are still some outstanding debts on sQuid for school meals 
taken since September.  Please would you check your sQuid account and settle any debts 
accordingly?  Our catering company is still operating and we are paying their invoices monthly which 
means any longstanding debts have already been passed on to the school.  It would ease our 
administrative burden substantially if we did not have to chase parents for outstanding school meal 
debts.  Thank you. 
 
National Online Safety Certified School 
We are pleased to announce that we have achieved the requirements again this year to be a National 
Online Safety certified school. That's two years running!  Without your support this would not have been 
possible. We are sure you are as pleased as we are. With an increase in remote learning, online safety is 
as important as ever.  
If you haven't already, we are encouraging all parents/carers to sign up to the National Online Safety 
hub. It’s free and easy to use; follow the link below: 
 

http://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/goat-lees-primary-school 
 

You can access useful guides and short courses to help support your children and keep your home safe. 
This covers all aspects of online safety and it is something that all parents really do need to be aware of 
in order to protect all your family when online or accessing technology.  
 
School Calendar 
Due to the current uncertainty regarding the Covid-19 pandemic, we are publishing our calendar of 
school events from Term 5 onwards for the remainder of the school year. We hope you will find the 
attached useful but please be aware this is obviously subject to change, potentially at short notice. The 
term dates and Staff Development Days remain unchanged and we are now considering the term dates 
for the next academic year starting in September 2021. We will inform you of these in due course.  
 
Stay safe 

 

T A Adams  

MS T A ADAMS  
Headteacher 
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