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Firstly, I would like to say that I hope you and your families are safe and well and I send my very best wishes to you all.  
 
We are now on the official school Easter break but, in the current climate, that will make very little difference as we are 
living in a different situation at this moment in time. Each household will be approaching this in your own way and managing 
your own individual circumstances as best as you can. For many, there is the demand of still trying to educate your children, 
home schooling and supporting the children as best as you can, while trying to keep the peace at home! For others, you 
may be working from home against a backdrop of competing for space and a quiet place to work, whilst dealing with the 
interruptions from other family members who also want your attention. Of course, some of our families are still going out 
to work and the demands upon your time are now greater than ever so our thoughts are especially with those of you in key 
worker roles.  
 
As you will no doubt be aware, our school site remains partially open in line with Government advice: 
 
DfE Guidance for schools 31 March 2020 
We have asked parents to keep their children at home wherever possible, and for schools to remain open only for those 
children of workers critical to the COVID-19 response who absolutely need to attend. 
It is important to underline that schools, all childcare settings (including early years settings, childminders and providers 
of childcare for school-age children), colleges and other educational establishments, remain safe places for children. But 
the fewer children making the journey to school, and the fewer children in educational settings, will protect the NHS and 
save lives by reducing the risks of spreading the virus. 
Schools, and all childcare providers, are therefore being asked to continue to provide care for a limited number of children 
- children who are vulnerable, and children whose parents are critical to the COVID-19 response and cannot be safely cared 
for at home. 
 
Many of the families in these categories have made other arrangements for the care of their children as they had already 
planned for the Easter break but we know there will continue to be a demand for this service and we will be providing this 
for the foreseeable future. My thanks go to the staff who have enabled us to provide these essential childcare services and 
to those who are still working behind the scenes to keep everything running.  
 
Contacting School 
The school as an organisation has to continue to meet the usual deadlines including managing our budget for the new 
financial year, dealing with contractors and suppliers, updating information including Free School Meals provision and all 
the other day to day administration including admissions. We have managed to cover the office on most days and have been 
answering calls and enquiries as much as possible. Moving forward, I would ask that you continue to use the office email as 
the main point of contact (office@goatlees.kent.sch.uk) for queries and support. There may be occasions when the 
switchboard is diverted or unmanned so if you need to call the school please select Option 2 or leave a message if the phone 
is unanswered. 
 
Free School Meals 
The national scheme is starting next term (Thursday 16 April) for all those who are eligible for free school Meals (FSM). If 
your circumstances have changed or you think you may now be eligible, do apply online:  
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/free-school-meals 
 
sQuid 
Please could I ask you to ensure that you have cleared any remaining debt on sQuid in respect of school meals?  Our catering 
provider is owed this money and we must make sure their payments are up to date.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

sQuid 
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Dear Parent/Carer 
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