
Home Learning 
I know the teachers have been uploading more information to the school website under the Home Learning tab and some 
of our support staff have been researching and recommending educational websites which you can also access. Please 
make sure you read these letters to the children as they will be uploaded weekly. Many of you have been working on the 
Home Learning packs and have been keeping in touch with the teachers via the email facility on Purple Mash. I am 
acutely aware that some families do not have an electronic device for each child and there may be limited capacity to 
help your children where you are working or in busy households. This is a real dilemma for schools as I know some have 
been quite demanding in terms of the amount of work they have been setting and others less so and getting the balance 
right is not easy. In my opinion, many families needed time to adjust to these changes and to establish their own routines 
based on their personal circumstances.  It is important that the children continue with their education; although this 
can take many forms; and we will be using the next week to plan for Term 5. There may well be opportunities for some 
live link ups for classes and further Home Learning packs will be developed for those who have limited access to online 
technology. I am also intrigued to know how many of the “30 things to do” activities the children have completed. Having 
now secured some eggs, baking a cake is next on my list! 
 
Mr Parris has found the attached flyers which parents/carers might find useful:  tips on using the popular House Party 
app and further tips on remote learning.  Mr Parris would also like to take this opportunity to remind children to log in 
to Purple Mash.  A log in reminder was included in the Home Learning Pack (if you cannot find this please email:  
office@goatlees.kent.sch.uk and we will arrange for it to be re-sent).  Children are able to email teachers via Purple 
Mash so this would be a great method of communication! 
 
National Assessments 
As you are probably aware the KS2 SATs tests have been cancelled and the government has made it clear there will be 
no assessments at the end of the year. At the moment we are unclear as to when we are likely to be returning to school 
but it my sincere hope that the children will manage to return to the school to complete their final year with us, although 
it is possible this will not happen.  
 
I realise that some of the children may feel it is not worth bothering with the work we are setting and may lose interest 
or motivation to continue with their studies. However, the work they have completed did help provide an insight into 
the level children were working at and the areas that we needed to focus on next. It is our intention to ensure that we 
are able to give you our own assessments regarding your child’s current level and where we feel your child is working 
at. This would have been shared with you at the parent’s consultation meeting had these taken place. However, I do 
feel it is important that the children understand that we had not completed the year’s programme of study and there 
are areas the children need to continue to work on. For Year 6, this will aid the transition to secondary school as we 
need to ensure they are working at the expected level or as near to this as possible by the end of Term 6.  
 
I would encourage you to continue to access the Home Learning packs and the various activities the class teachers are 
suggesting on the class letter under the home learning tab on the school website.  
 
The Easter Craft Activity  
At this time of year, we would normally hold the annual Easter competition and this year it would have been a Spring or 
Easter scene in a box. I know some of the children love these craft activities so I would like to invite you to take part 
again and have a go at home. It can be any sort of box or scene from cardboard or whatever else you have to hand; it 
could even be in the garden. We do have some craft packs which the Friends of Goat Lees have put together and we are 
happy for you to pick these up from the outside the school main entrance NEXT WEEK if you are passing at any time 
during your daily exercise or essential shopping. Just help yourself to a pack or two. When you have completed it, take 
a photograph and send it to: project@goatlees.kent.sch.uk 

 
Wellbeing 
There is a host of useful information and support regarding the current situation on the Government’s website.  For 
example this helpful easy to read document reminds everyone to look after their wellbeing: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/876989/Easy_re
ad_looking_after_your_feelings_and_body.pdf 

 
We know these are difficult times for everyone and we have all had to adjust to a different way of life very suddenly. 
Do keep in touch with us and we will do all we can to support you.  

 

Please remember:  STAY HOME – PROTECT THE NHS – SAVE LIVES 
 

T A Adams 
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