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Once again, I am relieved to be writing to you from a school that has so far managed to remain open. I hope I 
am not speaking too soon as we still have two weeks to go and several schools around us have been forced to 
close bubbles or the whole school. I would like to point out to parents/carers that we have worked extremely 
hard under a lot of restrictions to maintain as much of our normal provision as possible but this has come at a 
price, and I am sure like us, you are all feeling the strain as it is relentless and exhausting. Currently, staff 
have very limited access to the staffroom and mainly remain within their bubbles, some are still outside for 
their break and lunch to avoid overcrowding. All staff have now taken on additional duties and release time is 
very limited, which adds to the workload across the school. You may not have realised that as a whole staff 
we have only been able to meet together once or twice since March and all meetings and training are via 
Zoom. All staff now help with cleaning their areas and classrooms throughout the day and surfaces and 
equipment the adults use all have to be wiped down.  
 
There have been times where we have been very short staffed due to Covid-19 related absence especially 
where people have been in quarantine due to contact with another person with symptoms or awaiting test 
results, childcare issues where their children are unwell or there has been school closure. This has been very 
challenging but every member of staff has done their upmost to contribute and keep Goat Lees functioning in 
these difficult times. We have been told to stay open even if we have to adapt classes but it does mean that 
at times, we have to compromise and just ensure we keep everyone safe. Where teachers are absent but well, 
they have been able to teach some lessons remotely and I believe this will need to continue in Term 3. These 
are not normal times and I think that as a community we do need to accept this and I hope you can appreciate 
that we are doing our very best.  
 
Staffing Changes 
As some of you may be aware, we have increased the number of Teaching Assistants working at the school in 
order to provide more support for some children in the classroom. In addition, in Term 2, we have welcomed 
Mrs Ockenden-Cheesman and Mrs Pilbeam and both have settled in very quickly. Sadly, I do need to tell you 
that one of our original teachers, Mrs Owen, will be leaving us at the end of this term. I know this will come a 
shock to some of you and I know it was not an easy decision for Mrs Owen but I am sure you would want to 
wish Mrs Owen the very best in her new role at The John Wallis Academy. It will be quite a change to go from 
KS1 to KS3! However, I am delighted to report that Mr Parris has postponed his overseas trip for another year 
and he will be taking over Alpine Class for the rest of the academic year. He has already taught the class many 
times and cannot wait to get started. As you can imagine, we are all thrilled to keep him for just a bit longer!  
 
Year 5 – Swimming Lessons 
Please be advised that swimming lessons for Pygora Class have now finished for this Term. I am pleased to 
confirm Year 5 will be continuing to swim alternate weeks in Term 3/4 and the first lesson will be on Tuesday 
5 January 2021. 
 
Family Christmas Bake Off 
If you would like to take part in the Family Christmas Bake Off, we would like you to make/decorate a cake 
which could be a Christmas theme or something to represent 2020. If you could take a photo and send it to 
project@goatlees.kent.sch.uk by Thursday 10 December. There will be one winner per class and the winners 
will be announced in assembly on Friday 11 December. Please include your child’s name and class in the 
email. We look forward to seeing your tasty treats which you will be able to enjoy yourselves this year! 
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School Dedicated Covid Line – 07519 024645 
This number should only be contacted out of hours/evenings or weekends to report a positive case of Covid 
for a child who attends our school. All other matters should be shared through the usual route – school 
switchboard. 
 
Uniform 
We are still encouraging children to wear the school uniform daily, including school shoes, unless it is a PE 
Day in which case wearing trainers is acceptable. For PE please wear dark/plain bottoms (leggings/joggers) 
suitable to keep children warm and a plain t-shirt if they do not have the school PE top. As the uniform 
supplier has now been able to deliver all outstanding orders, we would expect to see children in their standard 
uniform unless there are exceptional circumstances.  
 
New Play Area and Play Roadway 
Next week we will be installing a new play area and play roadway on the playground. These new areas are 
being designed with Key Stage 1 in mind and will give the children some amazing equipment to play on and a 
chance to learn some life skills as well.  
 
The work will commence on Monday 7 December, after the children have arrived at school in the morning. 
These areas will be cordoned off to ensure the contractors can work in a secluded area, keeping everyone as 
safe as possible. On Monday afternoon, when you arrive to pick up the children at the end of the day, you will 
need to enter the school grounds through the car park and side gate, coming past the studio into the 
playground as the normal entrance will be shut while the roadway is being installed. This area will be clearly 
marked with a one-way system and there will be staff there to help anyone who requires it. This arrangement 
will be in place for Monday afternoon ONLY. From Tuesday, you will be able to enter the playground to drop 
off children as normal. We appreciate this is a small disruption but, we’re sure you’ll agree, it will be worth 
it to provide a great piece of new equipment for the children.  
 
Here are a few images to show you what will be installed next week: 

 

  

 
Kent and Medway Immunisation Service Flu Catch-up Clinics 
Any children (school year R through to 6) who missed their nasal spray flu vaccination at school can book one 
at the community catch-up clinic. The clinics are by appointment only. To book, parents/carers should phone 
0300 123 5205 or email:  kchft.cyp-immunisationteam@nhs.net 
 
Reception Admissions 2021 
Just a reminder that the deadline for primary admissions is Friday 15 January 2021 so if you or somebody 
you know needs a Reception place for next September, please don’t forget to complete your online 
application. 
 
Stay safe 
 

T A Adams  

 

MS T A ADAMS  
Headteacher 
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