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ou 

Despite finding ourselves in a third lockdown I would still like to send you all my best wishes for the 
New Year. By following the Government guidelines and the nation’s vaccination programme, we will 
hopefully get back to some normality soon.  
 
In many ways we were fortunate as the Ashford area had already been identified as one where schools 
would not be opening for the first two weeks of term. This meant that our plans did not need to 
change as much as some schools in other areas of Kent. However, there is a big difference in thinking 
about how we will manage to provide a service for a week or two and then, overnight, hearing this is 
likely to be for the whole of Term 3 at the very least. Once again, we have the situation where we 
need to provide facilities in school for some of our children whilst ensuring we can deliver a 
programme of remote learning for those at home. Everyone will be in different circumstances and 
there will be no one size fits all for our families. The numbers of children in the class bubbles also 
varies considerably and, in general, the older children will cope much better with working 
independently and managing the technology.  
 
Current Arrangements at School 
Many of the staff are in school for much of the time but where possible we have reduced numbers in 
line with the latest Government guidelines. On occasion, some staff will be working from home or 
working remotely within the school building and our Teaching Assistants are helping to provide 
support in the classrooms for children in school. Many of the staff have also got to manage their own 
family commitments so I thank them for all they are doing at Goat Lees. We aim to keep in touch on 
a weekly basis with any children not in school and this may be through email, Google Classroom or a 
telephone call. Don’t forget that our FLO, Mrs Shepherd, is also available to speak to in the mornings, 
so do get in contact via the school office if you would like some support or are struggling yourself. 
Mrs Shepherd is happy to speak to you or email you directly.  
 
Gate Opening Times 
As you are aware, we staggered the opening times to ensure social distancing could take place. With 
the reduction in numbers now coming through the gates we will be opening the gates at the following 
times from Monday 11 January 2021 until further notice: 
 

Dropping off in the morning:   8.35am to 8.50am  
Collecting from school:     3.10pm to 3.20pm  

 
School Dedicated Covid-19 Line – 07519 024645 
If you need to contact us out of school hours regarding a positive test for Covid-19 for a child who 
has been attending school, please use this number. For all other enquires and absences, please email 
the school office on office@goatlees.kent.sch.uk 
 
 
 

…/continued 
 
 

8 January 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
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