
Pygmy Class Newsletter Term 1&2 

Our topic for Term 1: 

In term 1, we will be completing a local study and the key question we’re going to explore 
is: ‘How did the introduction of trains change Ashford?’ The children will be looking at   
historical maps to look at the changes which took place in Ashford due to the railway. 
They will also be finding out about how people lived because of the rail works and why 
railways have given us greater freedom. The children will also be learning about the     
history of trains including Stephenson’s Rocket alongside other trains such as the Eurostar. 
Whilst thinking about trains, we will also be debating the wider impact of travel including 
environmental issues and refugees travelling across the channel. Our art lessons will focus 
on different techniques for showing movement in our art work and the children will create 
a final piece of a train rushing through the countryside. 

 

Our topic for Term 2: 

In term 2, we will be completing a historical study based on the Ancient Greeks. The key 
question we would like the children to be able to answer is  ‘How did the Ancient Greeks 
influence our lives today?’ The children will be  looking at where the Ancient Greeks came 
in history and plotting this on a timeline. Then, each week they will be focusing on a      
different element of how the Ancient Greeks impacted on our lives today. Each session 
will focus on the sources of information we have today and the children will have a   
greater understanding of primary and secondary sources and whether they are reliable/
useful. They areas we will focus on are: 
*Politics & democracy 
*Language, alphabet & library 
*Olympics 
*Medicine 
*Theatre 
In Art, the children will be creating their own Greek vases from clay and painting a scene 
from Greek life on them.  

Class news: 

Welcome back to school! We hope you had a lovely summer holiday even if a lot of it was 
spent dodging the raindrops! We are extremely happy to be teaching your children this 
year and we hope this year will be slightly more normal! Year 6 is an exciting year and  
although there is a lot of hard work to do to ensure the children are ready for secondary 
school, it also a great year where the children have many opportunities for different     
responsibilities: this is a year when we really see the children mature. And of course, we 
also have our residential and lots of exciting events in the summer term before they leave 
us. We do expect the children to work hard and this includes keeping up with their     
reading, completing all homework set and working on additional tasks such as spellings 
and times tables. Part of being so strict with this expectation is to ensure they are ready 
to manage the homework set when they move to secondary school so we would really    
appreciate your support with this. If you have any questions at all, please do come and 
see us or you can make an appointment through the school office, we are more than    
happy to talk to you. 

Mrs Cooper           Mrs de Roeck        Mrs Paggett        Miss Winfield 



How you can help your child: 

-  make sure they have plenty of sleep 

- make sure they have a good breakfast 

- try to read with them every day 

- help them to learn their spellings or encourage them to use spelling shed at home 

- support them in completing any homework tasks 

- encourage them to speak to an adult if they are having problems with anything 

- make sure they are on time and in school every day 

- you could also ask them what they have been learning in school 

In English, we will be focusing 
on our sentence structures, 
using higher level punctuation 
and paying more attention to 
the vocabulary we can use for 
effect. In term 1, we will be 
using a book called ‘Way 
Home.’ We will be writing   
diary entries and letters as 
well as debating the reasons 
for people becoming      
homeless. The children will 
also be creating a brochure 
based on the Eurostar and 
recording a short              
documentary using green 
screen.  

In term 2, the children will be 
creating their own Greek 
myths (having read a variety) 
before acting out their own. 
They will then debate who is 
the greatest Greek, having 
read some biographies.  

In Maths, we will be starting 
with place value. This will 
cover numbers up to 10      
million, comparing and      
ordering numbers, rounding 
and negative numbers. We 
will then move on to the four 
operations. This will include: 
solving word problems,     
multiplying a 4 digit number 
by a 2 digit number, and long 
division. Multiples, factors, 
squares and cubes and order 
of operations also comes    
under this topic heading. 

In term 2, we will move onto 
fractions, where the children 
will learn to add, subtract, 
multiply and divide with 
them. We will also be looking 
back at the Year 5 maths  
curriculum to cover any gaps 
missed throughout last year’s      
lockdown. 

In Science, we are learning all 
about the circulatory system. 
The children will be learning 
about the heart, the function 
of the blood, and what we 
can do to keep our bodies 
healthy. To end the topic, 
they will be working in groups 
to create a ‘Wellbeing Clinic’, 
to showcase what they have 
learned to the rest of the 
school.  

In term 2, the Science topic is 
‘Evolution and Inheritance’. 
The children will be looking 
at how, and why, plants and 
animals have evolved over 
thousands of years. 

In PSHCE, the children will 
developing their growth  
mindset skills—this will help 
them to understand how we 
learn, what their own barriers 
to learning are and how to 
overcome them. 

In PE, we are building our skills 
in the game of Kwik-Cricket. 
They will be thinking about 
bowling, catching and striking, 
along with game tactics. Our 
PE days are Tuesday and 
Wednesday: please come to 
school in your school PE kit. 

In RE, the children will be 
looking at the question: ‘Art 
and architecture, or charity 
and generosity?’.  

In Computing, they will be us-
ing their ‘green-screen’ skills, 
to create a short film of their 
own that links to our topic. 

Useful websites: 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/
times-tables 

http://www.mad4maths.com/ 

https://uk.ixl.com/math/year-6 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-year/
year-6 

https://sciencebob.com/category/experiments/ 

https://www.artforkidshub.com/how-to-draw/ 

https://education.jlab.org/reading/index.html 


