
Dear Pygora, 

I hope you are all well and have enjoyed the nice weather we’ve had! It’s a shame it seems 

to have come to an end- I got caught in a hailstorm yesterday! 

Did you all have a good half term? We decided to spend some 

time rock pooling last week, and found quite a few different 

creatures. We saw lots of lugworm casts, but they were too deep 

to dig up the actual worm. In the pools there were quite a few tiny 

shrimps, some small fish, but the most 

exciting things we found were lots of 

velvet crabs and even some spider 

crabs. The velvet crabs were very good 

at camouflaging themselves against 

the sand, and were tiny. They were 

very difficult to catch. The spider crabs 

were much bigger, and it was 

interesting seeing how they dug into the sand with their back legs 

(known as swimming legs) in order to hide from the seagulls 

flying above. Unfortunately, we did see one seagull swoop down 

and catch a big spider crab, so we spent quite some time 

standing by the pool warding off the other gulls whilst the spider crabs dug in and hid 

themselves. We think the crab in the photo with Mr Neall holding her is pregnant, with her 

eggs being carried underneath her. 

We also went on a stroll near Port Lymne zoo, and to our surprise found ourselves very 

close to some ostrich, buffalo and a large family of giraffes!  

However, the most exciting thing to happen in the Neall household was the arrival of a home 

for our new pet. I had a significant birthday last week, and Mr Neall and the girls decided to 

get me something I’ve wanted for a very long time. We need to prepare for him by reading 

up on his care and setting up his new home, and he is still a bit too young to travel but I am 

so excited! As you know, my family love to have lots of animals at home, but this one is 

something a bit different to what we are used to. I wonder if you can guess what he is… 

Here is his new home- it is cold water, and he will live 

on his own (for now!). He has gills but also can 

breathe through his lungs too. He comes from Mexico 

and is critically endangered in the wild. Scientists are 

fascinated by his species because they have very 

special powers. He has appeared in How to Tame 

Your Dragon…. 

He should arrive in the next couple of weeks, so I will 

send some photos of my lovely new companion when 

he has settled in.  

I hope you have a fantastic week, and remember we all love to hear from you on Purple 

Mash. It is great to find out what you’ve been up to. We all miss you so very much. 

Lots of love, 

Mrs Neall  

 


