
Dear Pygmy class, 

How are you all? It was so lovely to speak to most of you this week on the phone and hear 

what you’ve been doing. We have some budding gardeners, bakers, builders, magicians, 

acrobats and taekwondo experts amongst us. Let’s hope we get back to school soon so we 

can share these talents with each other! If we didn’t get to speak to you and you would like 

a chat, please email us on Purple Mash and let us know a time and day that would be good 

to call you as we actually had to wake one of you up at 9.45! Mentioning no names of course! 

As you can see, we have been in regular contact with each other, talking 

about your work and thinking about activities that we can set for you. 

It was all going so well until SOMEONE got over excited! Lockdown is 

affecting us all in very different ways! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hopefully you have received your new home learning packs this week – if not, please let 

us know by emailing us. In here you’ll find some additional English (writing and 

comprehension), Maths, Science and Topic work. So hopefully that will keep you busy. We 

have also been looking at some of the online resources that you can use. We rather liked 

the maths challenges on Friday and some of the English looked good but you might have 

to select the areas which you have found tricky in the past as this is good for revision. 

                         

                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The other website which went live last week is from the Oak national Academy  

https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom on here you can find English, Maths 

and Topic lessons. The maths lessons for last week and continuing this week is focusing on 

fractions. The week after it looks like shapes and angles – someone of you have said that 

you’re finding this a bit tricky so it could be a good one to look at. SE had a look at this 

during the week and she thought it was quite good. It starts with a quiz, then there’s a 

lesson with an actual teacher and then you have an independent task to do. If you look at 

the English lesson let us know how you find them. 

We also saw that the Big Cat Sanctuary in Ashford are doing live events through Facebook 

so ask your parents about this if they have a Facebook account. These animals are amazing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember to have a look on the home learning page on the website. The latest edition of 

First News is on there and we have also uploaded ‘maths on the move’ this gives you some 

more active math tasks. 

We have loved receiving your work this week on purple Mash and via email, have a look at 

what your classmates have been up to: 

AB has been using Literacy shed to do some writing after watching an animation. We think 

this is a great opening to a story. 

https://www.literacyshed.com/home.html 

MB made the robotic arm as suggested in last 

week’s letter, she sent us a video to show how 

it worked. GM was in the middle of making his 

when we spoke to him. Did anyone else have 

a go? 

https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom
https://www.literacyshed.com/home.html


 

 PE has been learning all about Kings, Queens and Castles 

because this is something she’s interested in. We would love to 

join her for this feast! 

 

MC has been concentrating on some 

topic work and creating a river, with 

the help of Poppy of course - 

puuuuuurfect! 

She is also making her way through 

the Harry Potter films – that’s if she 

gets up in time! We really liked these 

characters – can you work out who 

they are? 

ED had a go at painting 

the view from her 

window on Purple Mash – 

she also sent a photo to 

compare the two. They 

are very 

similar!  

 

KT has been doing some lovely sketching and 

shading. 

And we also noticed these lovely nails OH and 

mum! Can we have ours done when we get back 

to school? 

 

How many of you had a go at the emoji quiz last week? We only 

had one entry from a pupil and one from Mrs Paggett (she did very 

well!) You can find the answers on the left. Rather than us setting 

a quiz this week, LV has compiled a comprehension for you to 

tackle, you will find it under this letter. 

Birthday big ups! ED we wish you a very happy birthday for 

Wednesday (29th April) we’ll all be thinking of you! 

One last thing, we would like you to think about. On Friday 8th May 

we would have been remembering and celebrating VE day. You 

could do a mini project on this or perhaps do some art work to put 

up in your windows for everyone to look at on their daily exercise. 

So stay safe and as always please be kind to each other, we miss 

you and hope to see you soon! 

Love Mrs de Roeck, Mrs Cooper and Mrs Paggett. 

 

 



 

From source to sea, by LV. 

Most rivers start on mountains, because that is where rain often falls. Rainwater collects 

in lakes or bogs. Sometimes water gushes out of the mountains from springs. Springs form 

by rainwater soaking through soft rock, but it can’t get past a layer of hard rock. So the 

water eventually pops out in springs. High 

up the river is just a tiny stream. It flows 

slowly over rough ground, tumbling over 

rocks and cutting a path. In some places it 

might make a waterfall. The young river 

has lots of energy. This energy tears rocks 

from the side of the bed, and these bounce 

down the stream, ripping other rocks out. 

The bed becomes deeper, with steep sides. 

Eventually a V-shaped valley is formed.   

Other streams join the main stream, so the river grows. Away from the mountains, the 

river flows quicker over the less rocky ground. The 

river carves its own course to the sea, moving away 

tons of rock and soil. This widens and deepens the 

river. The stream begins to meander. As a river flows 

round a corner, it goes fastest on the outside of the 

bend. The river bank on that side is worn away, so 

forms a river cliff. On the inside, the water is slowed 

down, so it drops it’s load – this dropped load is 

called sediment. Over hundreds of years, the river 

bends and curves more and more – the bends are called meanders. By the time the river 

has reached the flatter land, it has carved itself a wide curving bed. It carries rocks and 

stones – this is called it’s load. It rolls some of the stones along it’s bed and bounces 

smaller ones through the water at the bottom. Some of the rocks are ground into really 

small particles and some of these disappear into the water altogether. The river might 

have a wide valley floor on either side of itself that floods when there’s heavy rain. The 

land that floods is called a floodplain. By now the river is running on flat land. It contains 

a lot of water now so it’s very wide and deep. It flows very quickly through it’s smooth 

channel. The river joins the sea and the fresh river water mixes with the salty sea water 

at an estuary.  

 

1. Where do most rivers start and why? 

2. How are springs formed? 

3. Name one product that uses springs. 

4. What does the river start off as and how does it compare to the river at the end? 

5. What does the energy do to the river? 

6. Why does the river flow quicker when it’s away from the mountains? 

7. What does the word ‘meander’ mean? Explain in your own words. 

8. What does the river carry in it’s bed and what is the other word for it?  

9. What happens to some of the rocks as they bounce along the bed? 

10. What is the name of the place where the river and sea meet? And why do you think 

it’s called ‘the ocean’s nursery’? 
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