
Hello one and all, 

Hope you are all keeping well and finding things to do as we come to the end of week 6 of the 

lockdown. It hasn’t been too bad when the sun was shining, a little harder when the rain came – 

no one likes being indoors all the time.  

When I was able to sit out in my garden, my daughter and I had the joy of seeing the mining bees 

I spoke about in my last letter, actually flying in and out of their burrows (never thought I would 

see that). Their little legs were laden with pollen; it was amazing. Although these are not photos 

of my actual bees, this is what they looked like carrying their food back to their nests. 

                                 

The method by which bees collect pollen depends on the species.  Some bees collect pollen on 

their hairy bodies, then carry it back to their nests on their hind legs, whilst others carry pollen on 

the hairs on their abdomen. When bees transport pollen on their hind legs. First, the pollen 

collects on the furry bodies of the bees: as bees fly through the air, their bodies become 

positively charged with static electricity, such that when the bee lands on a flower, thus knocking 

the pollen and some of the pollen particles stick to the static-charged hair covering the bee's 

body. The bee then uses its legs to wipe the pollen from its body down to stiff hairs on the 

abdomen or back legs.  These tufts of stiff hair are called scopa, but on the back legs, they are 

sometimes referred to as pollen baskets. Bees mix dry pollen with nectar to compact the pollen in 

to the pollen basket.  

Once the bee returns to its hive or nest, the pollen is stored to 

be eaten by developing larvae. 

 

 

 

 

Pollen in many plants appears intense 

yellow but in some species pollen can 

be other colours, such as blue, green, 

orange, red or white. Totalling amazing! 

                      

 

 

Hopefully, you have found some of this interesting – I know I definitely have. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nectar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pollen_basket


I have also been working on the garden area at the back of the pond still and this time I have had 

CT helping me. We have planted a few more plants, and now he has a little area around a 

miniature monolith (upright stone structure) alongside PC’s upright landscaped small chunky 

branch. CT and I, also placed a larger branch with ivy planted at the base – hopefully the ivy will 

grow, climbing up and around the branch making for an interesting feature. So I haven’t just been 

sitting in the garden doing nothing. 

Of course, needless to say, I have been making more Disney ears. Here are my recent creations:  

              

Ariel – Little Mermaid                  Groot – Guardians of the Galaxy (I tried a different style with 

                                                    these, an open hoop ear, and rather like them)  

 

I do have others that I am working on but the craft bits haven’t arrived yet, so I’ll keep those for 

the next letter.  

Another thing I did (thanks to a suggestion from ‘my-dear-friend’ Mrs Cooper) was to recreate a 

famous painting. At my age, it is very difficult to find pictures of old women (which I am, being 

104 years old), so I tried to do this one. This is my interpretation of the painting, sometimes 

known as ‘Portrait of Berthe Morisot’ or ‘Berthe Morisot in a black hat’, which is an oil painting of 

a lady called Berthe Morisot (obviously) painted in 1872 by Édouard Manet. Both my daughters 

thought it hysterical as I have never taken a good photo, let alone with a black bedsheet on my 

head – enjoy!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope to see you all soon. 

Stay safe and well. 

Mrs Paggett 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89douard_Manet

